
 

 

 

 

Program # 2 

Name of Program: Chuma Chiri Nthaka (Wealthy in the soil) 

Name of Radio Station: Maziko Radio Station 

Date of Broadcast: 10 April 2015 

Time of Broadcast: 4:50pm 

Length of program: 12 Minutes 

Sigtune plays 10 Seconds 

Farmer’s Vox pop: The rain used start in October but now it is coming in December or late in January.  

Presenter: This is what we have for you in today’s Chuma Chiri Nthaka, a program which is coming to 

you on Maziko Radio station with support from Soil Health Consortium. My name is Pauline Kalumikiza 

Mbukwa. Do you remember what we had in the last program? Don’t worry if you have forgotten; let’s 

do a recap of last program. Some people can ask, why are we talking about soil health instead of talking 

about crops? 

Expert voice: Thanks! It is a good question. The reason behind International Year of Soils is to encourage 

farmers to manage the soil on which the crop is being planted. I know elsewhere in the world people do 

not think soil is important but for the crop to do well we need to ensure that the soil has all nutrients 

including fertilizer and manure. In Malawi, we have good crops from maize, beans, groundnuts but we 

are not doing enough to conserve the soil. We have a problem because we are just farming and 

producing but we are not giving back nutrients to the soil. It is time farmers start doing practices such as 

crop rotation, planting trees, marker ridges, so that we have healthy soils and have a bumper yield. 

Presenter: Dr. Vernon Kabambe there with a message that soil is important, without good soil, we will 

not have a bumper harvest, so it is time we have to feed the soil. If we will not manage, we have low 

yield. 

Jingle plays: The thematic message in the jingle: Let’s use good agricultural practices when farming to 

adapt to the effects of climate change, Lets encourage the use of improved agricultural practices so that 

we should be food secure. 



Male Voice in the jingle: Farmers and everyone else, there are some farming practices that we have 

been accustomed to but are contributing to soil degradation. By now, we have experienced the effects 

of climate change, so let’s take part by using practices which will reduce these effects. Let’s use 

integrated soil fertility management, so that we are food, nutrition secure! Wealthy is in the soil! 

Presenter: Last week, I met a farmer called Wilson Banda who talked about the declining soil fertility in 

his community. When did you start farming? 

Farmer: I started farming in 1994, soil is declining, we are not harvesting a lot, we use fertilizer but that 

is not enough, in the past we never had this problem. 

Presenter: What else are you doing to address the effects of climate change? 

Farmer: We are planting trees, we should stop cutting trees. 

Presenter: How is cutting of trees related to climate change? 

Farmer: Yes, there is link with cutting trees and climate change, the rain is not coming because we have 

cut down trees carelessly, the trees help in conserving the water and soil too. 

Presenter: Let’s listen to a special message 

Jingle plays with the same message as translated above. 

Presenter: My journey did not end at Nkhoma, I proceeded to Chiwamba. I met Gift Kamisolo who is 

practicing Conservation Agriculture. Maybe you and I do know what Conservation Agriculture is so let’s 

stay tuned. 

Farmer:  As of now, we are doing fine in farming. We are doing conservation agriculture. 

Presenter: What do you mean by Conservation Agriculture? Are you referring to Mtaya Khasu? 

Farmer: Conservation Agriculture involves planting pits where we put manure so that it maintains soil 

moisture and adds nutrients to the soil. 

We do not use a hoe, but we spray herbicides such as Round Up and Harness in this way the weeds take 

time to grow. 

Presenter: What else do you do? 

Farmer: I grow vetiver grass, it helps that our ridges should not be washed away with heavy rains. The 

vetiver grass also helps to conserve water and soil moisture so that when there is a drought, the crops 

can survive for a long period. 

Presenter: what else are you doing? 

Now we are doing irrigation farming using our small gardens so that we have food throughout the year 

and this helps that we should have income.  Our soil needs manure apart from fertilizer. 



Presenter: What type of manure do you use? 

Farmer: The manure from the waste that we through in the bin, livestock manure these manures help 

restore soil fertility. 

Presenter: Gift Kamisolo from Chiwamba village, we have grabbed a tip there that we can also use 

livestock manure and organic waste. I know my fellow women out there are now wondering if this 

program for men only, no this program is for both men and women so in the next program I will just 

focus on women because you play a great role in agriculture sector. 

This program is being produced with technical and financial support from the World Association of 

Community Broadcasters, in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations, celebrating its 70th anniversary in 2015. It is part of the series of International Year of Soil. 

My name is Pauline Kalumikiza Mbukwa “Anambewe (A traditional name given to ladies), be there again 

same time on Maziko Radio Station. 

If you have comments or questions please call 0993 449 228 0993 449 228 

Sigtune plays until fades 

 

 

 

 

 


